
Jury in DA Probe 


' A Negro convicted of bur- 
glary who refused to answer a j 
grand jury question Wednesday 
was found ^ty^oL cont^pt 
of court by Criminal District 1 
Judgq ’Bernard Bagert in con- < 
nection with the Garrison probe, t 
Sentenced to six months im- j 
prisonment was John^aij- 
aer^^an inmate of Parish 
Prison currently awaiting a 
decision on a motion for a 
new trial on a burglary con- 
viction. Additionally, Cancler 
was fined $500, with the pro- 
viso that he serve a year in 
lieu of payment of the fine, 
the two prison sentences to 
run consecutively. 

Cancler, who along with Wil- , 
liam J. Gurvich, until recently • 
a member of District Attorney , 
Jim Garrison’s \ investigating ' 
team in the probe of an al- 1 
leged conspiracy in the assassi- 1 

(NBC newsman Walter j 
J. Sheridan said he will 1 
come to New Orleans to £ 
defend himself against \ 
District Attorney Jim 
Garrison’s charges. Story ] 
in Sec. 1, Page 5.) 
nation of President John F. 
Kennedy, appeared before the ' 
grand jury Wednesday. Accord- 
ing to a jury spokesman, Can- 
cler took the Fifth Amendment J 
before the grand jury when > 
asked if a statement on tele- < 
vision was true. Cancler was 
one of several individuals who ’ 
appeared on a National Broad- * 
casting Company network pro- 
gram highly critical of the Gar - 1 
rison investigation. 

GO TO COURTROOM J 
Early Wednesday afternoon, ! 
the grand jury left from its us- 
ual chambers and journeyed en 
Cont. in Sec. 1, Page 8, Col. 4 
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masse to . the courtroom of upstairs hallway of the block- 
judge Bagert, where grand long Criminal Courts Building, 
jury foreman Albert V. Labiche LESS FEAR OF ARREST 
once again asked Cancler the In reply to a question on 
question about his “statement” his feelings of his possible ar- 
on television. Once again, Can- rest, Gurvich said, “I don’t 
eler refused to answer, reciting feel so much that way now 
the Fifth Amendment, and was as 1 had earlier this morn- 
promptly found guilty of con- mg-” He would not elaborate 
tempt of court by- Judge Bag-; on the remark, however, 
ert. 1 Also, Gurvich declined to an- 

Judge Bagert reportedly then swer <3 ues ] ions concerning ' 
asked Cancler, in light of his a recent lie detector test he 
refusal to answer tha grand had taken concerning the probe, 
jury’s question, if he would ^sifying such a reply in the 
be willing to return to th e grand f ! eld of offlcial g rand J ur y - tes ; ! 
jury room and answer any ^cny- ' 

questions. Cancler reportedly Shortl y thereafter, the grand 
said he would rather not an- i ur y was dismissed and fore- 
swer any questions and was man Albert V. LaBiche stated 

' taken directly from Judge Bag- that he had n0 comment, add- 

*> 'ZZSSVZt. 

prison. vestigation of , the Garrison 

Although the actual state- probe, 
ment referred to in the grand Earlier Wednesday, Judge 
jury questioning was not dis- Edward A. Haggerty denied ; 
dosed, informed sources said a motion by attorneys for I 
that the question concerned Shaw seeking to block Garri- 


dealt with a statement made 


scheduled appearance 


by Cancler to the effect that Saturday on a 30-minute NBC 
the district attorney’s office network television program in 
had him break into the resi- an “equal time” rebuttal-type 
dence of Clay Shaw, the only program, 
figure thu s far actually Attorneys F. Irvin Dymond 
charged as a conspiracy par- and William Wegmann, on be- 
ticipant, in order “to plant half of their client, sought an 
something in the apartment.” injunction to stop the -NBC show 
After a' two-and-a-half hour in which Garrison is expected 
session during] the afternoon to answer the network’s criti- 
with .the. grand jury, ^G urvi ch cisms of the investigation., The 
emerged from the grand jury half-hour show, scheduled for 7 
room at 6 p. m. Although bound p. m. Saturday was arranged 
by law to secrecy as to his ac- following negotiations between 
tual testimony, he made one the district attorney’s office and 
• remark . of interest to a bevy of NBC. 

newsmen waiting for him in the Judge Haggerty, who denied ; 




